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Aruba International Film Festival continues with 
'<5reen Initiatives"for Earth Day 2010 



BE INTERESTING. 


PENTAX 




MUDPROOF 


COIOPROOFTOM' 

COLDPROOF TO 14° 


SHOCKPROOF TO 4 FEET 



. . 4 ? 

SAHD/DUSTPROOF 

SAND/DUSTPROOF 


WATERPROOF TO 20 FEET 


HEAT TOLERANT TO 104* 


HEAT TOLERANT TO 104° 


*12.1 megapixels 
a 5X wide optical zoom 


Free parking in Kong Hing Parking Lot 

Havenstraat #12 - Tel: 582 -7070 

www. s a m sa ru ba. co m 



Yesterday, in celebration of 
Earth Day, the producers of the 
Aruba International Film Fes¬ 
tival, which will take place the 
first week in June, arranged a 
special event at Arikok Na¬ 
tional Park to involve island 
children in the upcoming festi¬ 
val and to impress them with 
the importance of preserving 
and protecting the environ¬ 
ment. 

Jonathan Vieira and Gui- 
seppe Cioccarelli, founders 
and promoters of the AIFF, 
joined with Aruba’s Minister 
of Culture, Social Affairs and 
Infrastructure, Michelle Hooy- 
boer-Winklaar in presenting 
100 seedlings for elementary 
schoolchildren to plant on 
Earth Day. Youngsters from 
De Schakel, Colegio Conrado 
Coronel and the International 
School of Aruba arrived bright 
and early to participate in the 
planting, which the Minister 
and park officials commended. 

“Bringing together these 
various elements that con¬ 
tribute to Aruba’s character is 
a natural outcome of the up¬ 
coming festival,” stated Minis¬ 
ter Hooyboer-Winklaar. 

Continued on Page 2 



Diego Marquez, Minister Hooyboer-winklaar, onathan Vieira 
and Guiseppe Cioccarelli 
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Le Pefif Cafe 

Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar ' 

Located at: Playa Linda Beach Resort Tel. 586-4046 


American 

$6.95 


i 


_~ Monday thru Saturday 8:00 -11:00 a.m. 

2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached), with bacon 
link sausage, potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 


All you care to eat $ 9.95 

NOT VALID WITH OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS OR COUPONS 


BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE A FREE ORANGE JUICE 


Ce $21.50 


Romancing the Stone at Le Petit Cafe 


Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar 

Every Day From 5-7 p.m. 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet of Grouper 

All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT STONE 
Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons. 


Small Salad 
or 

Soup of the Day 


ICE CREAM 
Chocolate 
or 

Vanilla 


MONDAYWEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY: LIVE MUSIC 7 p.m. till lO p.m 


Ellis Island gives Springsteen Aruba International Film 
heritage award Festival continues ... 



Singer Bruce Springsteen poses with, from left, his aunt Dora 
Kirby, 90, mother Adele Springsteen, 85, and aunt Ida 
Urbelis, 87 


Continues from page 



Minister Hooyboer-Winklaar planting a tree with the 
children 


NEW YORK (AP)- Everyone 
knows he was born in the 
U.S.A., but it was Bruce 
Springsteen's European immi¬ 
grant roots — and his family's 
110-year American dream — 
that were celebrated yesterday. 

Accompanied by his proud 
mother and aunts, the rocker 
from New Jersey received an 
Ellis Island Family Heritage 
Award. 

The Statue of Liberty-Ellis 


Island Foundation, Inc. pres¬ 
ents the award to immigrants 
or their descendants "who have 
made a major contribution to 
the American experience." 
Also honored were investment 
banker Peter G. Peterson; 
Avon Chairman and CEO An¬ 
drea Jung, and NBA All-Star 
Dikembe Mutombo. 

"You can't really know who 
you are and where you're 
going unless you know where 


you came from," Springsteen 
said. 

Springsteen's maternal 
great-grandmother, Raffaela 
Zerilli, arrived at Ellis Island 
from Vico Equense, Italy, on 
Oct. 3, 1900, with five kids in 
tow. 

"I docked at Ellis Island in 
a city of light and spires," their 
famous descendant later wrote 
in his song "American Land," 
a story not unlike their own. 

They joined her husband, 
Raffaele, in Manhattan's West 
Village. 

One of those kids, Antonio, 
grew up and married Adela 
Sorrentino. Their youngest 
daughter, Adele, went on to 
marry Irish-American Douglas 
Springsteen. 

The Springsteens raised 
their three kids in New Jersey. 
One of them was a son. 

When Bruce was 16, his 
mom borrowed money to buy 
him a guitar — an event he 
later chronicled in a tender 
tribute, "The Wish." 

He taught himself how to 
play it — and went on to sell 
more than 120 million albums 
worldwide — including "We 
Shall Overcome: The Seeger 
Sessions — American Land," 
released in 2001. The title cut, 
"American Land," is a raucous, 
gritty pantheon of immigrant 
pluck and pride. 

Adele Springsteen, now 85, 
went on to dance onstage with 
her son in New Jersey and 
Italy. 

Her son — the self-de¬ 
scribed former high school 
outcast — played the Super 
Bowl halftime show and Pre¬ 
sident Barack Obama's inaugu¬ 
ration. 

And yesterday, mother, son 
and aunts Dora Kirby, 90, and 
Ida Urbellis, 87, found them¬ 
selves on the island between 
New York and New Jersey, in 
the shadow of the Statue of 
Liberty. 


“I think it is an important thing 
to do, that the film festival, an 
annual event, should bring at¬ 
tention to Aruba’s year round 
attractions, such as the park, 
and emphasis the importance 
of maintaining our nature. It is 
very forward thinking of the 
festival organizers to promote 
all aspects of Aruba, not only 
their event, making it part of 
the “big picture. I applaud their 
efforts.” 

Jonathan Vieira gave all the 
credit to his co-founder 
Guiseppe Cioccarelli, who in¬ 
sisted on the green initiatives 
for the fledgling festival, 
which is preparing for its 
world premiere on June 4. 
“Even though I thought it 
would be a bit too much for the 
first year, Guiseppe was ada¬ 
mant that we make a statement 
of the importance of our island 
environment and protecting it. 
Seeing all these children so ex¬ 
cited and involved on Earth 
day has convinced me it was 


absolutely the right thing to 
do,” he concluded. 

Diego Marquez, represen¬ 
ting Arikok Park reminded the 
gathering that the “real magic 
will be when people can return 
to the park in a few years and 
enjoy seeing the birds and 
other life that will make a habi¬ 
tat of this area.” 

The trees were then planted 
in the Shon Shoco section near 
the entrance and Visitor’s Cen¬ 
ter, which has been set aside as 
a place where groups can pic¬ 
nic and enjoy the surround¬ 
ings. 

A final treat was offered to 
the children by the Aruban dis¬ 
tributors of Ben & Jerry’s ice 
cream, a company that has 
long been associated with en¬ 
vironmental protection and 
projects. 

Organizers made sure that 
all the participating children 
made sure to properly dispose 
of their used cups and spoons! 
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Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) earns 2010 Catalyst Award for advancing 
women and other diverse groups 


PORT-OF-SPAIN - RBC's 
commitment to enabling the 
progress of women and mi¬ 
norities and their climb up the 
corporate ladder has earned the 
bank international recognition 
as a recipient of this year's Ca¬ 
talyst Award for diversity. 
RBC is the parent of RBTT Fi¬ 
nancial Group and RBC Royal 
Bank of Canada. 

Today, women comprise 
nearly 40 percent of executives 
at RBC, holding 54 percent of 
management roles. Visible mi¬ 
norities account for 14 percent 
of executives and their repre¬ 
sentation in management roles 
has doubled from 13 to 26 per¬ 
cent in the last decade. The 


global organization has diverse 
operations with 77,000 em¬ 
ployees who speak over 100 
languages, serving 18 million 
clients across Canada, the 
U.S., the Caribbean and else¬ 
where. 

RBC president and CEO, 
Gordon M. Nixon accepted the 
prestigious Catalyst Award on 
behalf of RBC for outstanding 
diversity and inclusion initia¬ 
tives that advance the repre¬ 
sentation and influence of wo¬ 
men and other diverse groups 
in business. Catalyst is the 
leading nonprofit membership 
organization working globally 
with businesses and the profes¬ 
sions to build inclusive work¬ 


places and expand opportuni¬ 
ties for women and business. 

"Clearly, supporting diver¬ 
sity is the right thing to do, but 
it also represents incredible 
business potential. To ignore 
the value offered by huge parts 
of the workforce and the mar¬ 
kets we serve would be to miss 
a significant business opportu¬ 
nity. The link between diver¬ 
sity and the success of a 
business is clearly there," said 
Nixon. "The question is not 
whether we want a diverse 
workforce - it's already here - 
but rather how to attract and 
develop the best talent which 
happens to be diverse. There's 
a lot of hard work required to 
move from simply having di¬ 
versity to unleashing its full 
potential." 

The global RBC Diversity 
Leadership Council, which Mr. 
Nixon established in 2001 and 
has chaired since its inception, 
and a growing team of diver¬ 
sity champions throughout 
RBC are part of Mr. Nixon's 
vision of ensuring the diversity 
opportunity is pursued in all 
parts of the company. 

Zabeen Hirji, Chief Human 
Resources Officer for RBC, 
helps to drive RBC's diversity 
strategy with its focus on talent 
and workplace, clients and 
communities. "At RBC we've 
built a culture where diversity 


is a core value, where we value 
differences and treat each other 
with respect. We believe that to 
succeed, we must harness 
everyone's talents and energy 
and apply them to achieving 
our common goals. Frankly, 
it's a win-win situation: when 
employees achieve their full 
potential, RBC wins too," said 
Hirji. 

RBC's winning initiative in¬ 
cludes many components to 
ensure employee success, in¬ 
cluding reciprocal mentoring 
that matches employees of dif¬ 
ferent backgrounds and diffe¬ 
rent levels so that they can 
leam about diversity from each 
other; specific staffing goals, 
coaching and development 
plans for women and visible 
minorities; and supporting 
Employee Resource Groups, 
which enable and expand the 
diversity discussion across the 
organization. 

RBC has also integrated its 
strategies across employees, 
clients and communities—one 
feature of the company's ap¬ 
proach to diversity that at¬ 
tracted the attention of the 
Catalyst organization. For ex¬ 
ample, a women's market stra¬ 
tegy is targeted to women 
business owners with a dedi¬ 
cated public website and inter¬ 
nal roles where women serve 
as experts for this market seg¬ 



Gord Nixon poses with the 
Catalyst Award. 


ment. 

For Mr. Nixon, the Catalyst 
Award provides an opportunity 
to ignite further efforts that he 
hopes will drive prosperity for 
customers and for the bank. 
"I'm passionate about it," said 
Nixon. "We have embedded 
diversity throughout our busi¬ 
ness and for that we are a bet¬ 
ter company - a company that 
can effectively serve our di¬ 
verse clients and recruit the 
best talent. It's one of our core 
values and part of what we do 
at RBC.” 



cc 


Your Best Address for 

Men's and Ladies Fashion Wear 
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Mr. and Mrs. Rattner honored 
as Goodwill Ambassadors 
of Aruba 



Recently, Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Amy Rattner were honored as 
Goodwill Ambassdors of Aruba. The Rattners have visited 
the island for 24 consecutive years and sometimes even three 
to four times a year. During the years they made many friends 
among the locals as well as other guests. What they like most 
of Aruba is the nice weather, beautiful beaches, spectacular 
sunsets and the culinary variety of our restaurants. But most 
of all they like our friendly people. Rayon Koolman, in name 
of the Aruba Tourism Authority, presented the Rattners a 
beautiful certificate, thanking them for their love and loyalty 
for our island. Photo shows Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Amy Rat¬ 
tner proudly showing off their certificate of Goodwill Ambas¬ 
sadors of Aruba. 
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Back Then 



Soldiers in Lago Cologny 



Cunucu 


People walked more. It was 
not that there was no bus 
service, or taxis or private 
cars; just not that many, espe¬ 
cially for late night workers. 
And it was unquestionably 
safe to be on foot. The usual 
courtesy was to offer a ride 
whenever possible. 

Toward the end of the 
Vietnam War, the United 
States government decided it 
would be good idea to bring 
the troops home more slowly 
for several reasons, including 
the fact that there were still 
active protests in the streets 
against the war. It was be¬ 
lieved that a slower re-inte- 
gration into society would be 
beneficial. 

They arrived aboard big 
war ships and they began 
walking. The usual Aruban 
hospitality manifested itselfia 
"Marietta Moment” recalls 
the utter surprise on their 
faces when she and others 
stopped to pick them up and 
take them to various sites on 
the island. Big grins replaced 
the questioning looks as com¬ 
fort set in. It became part of 
the daily routine. 

The MPs were surprised 
that there was little disruption 
from the troops. They had ex¬ 
pected trouble after the rigors 
of the war experience. One 
day at Manchebo Beach Re¬ 
sort, two young men were 
frolicking around the pool, 
much to the enjoyment of the 
hotel guests when a waiter 
dropped a large metal tray. 
The soldiers froze, spun 
around in a low crouching 
position, eyes darting to see 
where the trouble was. The 
hotel pool guys quietly ap¬ 
proached them, spoke softly 
and suggested they all take a 
walk on the beach. Later, it 
was learned that a reporter 
from the States was present 
and wrote about the incident 


and the "healing warmth of 
the Aruban people." 

A young marine was 
silently weeping in a casino 
one evening standing behind 
a roulette table. When asked- 
what was wrong, he said that 
the woman in front of him re¬ 
minded him of his beloved 
grandmother. The woman 
turned around and said she 
was indeed a grandmother 
and would be proud to be his 
grandmother as well. Smiles 
all around, hugs and the tears 
stopped. 

As they walked, more vi¬ 
sitors, mostly older men and 
women, began walking with 
them on the long stretches of 
the empty beaches. They re¬ 
ported the experience was 
very special and that they not 
only learned a lot about these 
men's experiences, but also 
how the calm environment, 
physical and mental, of the 
island and its people con¬ 
tributed to their well-being as 
well. 

Perhaps one of the rea¬ 
sons, Arubans lived longer, is 


because they walked. On 
Sundays, family groups and 
friends would walk from 
their neighborhood to the 
nearest beach for a day in 
sun, home-cooked favorite 
foods, and lots of in-the-sea 
games and swimming. Over¬ 
heard one day, and often re¬ 
peated, was the Mother who 
told her kids they could go 
swimming but could not go 
in the water. The kids won 
out, as kids will do, and 
showed off with great pride 
that they knew how to swim, 
albeit close to shore to keep 
Mother happy. 

Hiking was not an orga¬ 
nized sport as it is today 
through the wilds of Arikok 
National Park. 'Twas just a 
walk to enjoy the flora and 
fauna, explore the caves, 
watch with wonder at the 
endless number of birds of all 
colors and sizes above or in 
the sea, rocks and mammoth 
boulders, and breathing the 
clean, freshest air in the 
world. 
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Local artists Grace Rahusen makes 
a generous donation to Stichting 
Kinderhuis Imeldahof, Aruba 



Artist Grace Rahusen presenting the check to Director of 
Imeldahof Dynia Abath-Muller 


In November, local artist 
Grace Rahusen held an exhi¬ 
bition of her work at the 
Frame Shop, on Italianstraat. 

The gallery displayed her 
colorful work for a full 
month, and many of the can¬ 
vases went to local and inter¬ 
national collectors of 
contemporary art. 

At the opening party, the 
artist generously promised to 
donate a percentage of sales 
to Stichting Kinderhuis Imel¬ 
dahof, Aruba, a foster home 
organization for children of 
troubled families. Recently, 
Dynia Abath-Muller, the di¬ 
rector of the home accepted a 
check from the artist. 

“I will definitely give a 
donation like this again,” 
says Grace,” when I have my 
next exhibition here, the re¬ 
cipient of the funds will per¬ 
haps be another children’s 
charity.” 

And Grace reveals that 
one of her collectors, even 
added another 10% to the 
price of the painting, ear¬ 
marking even more money to 


charity. 

The exhibition title Treas¬ 
ure - A Fusion of Art, both 
Historical and Contemporary, 
was Grace’s 4th solo show. 

The collection was sur¬ 
prisingly different from her 
previous work, and showed 
an evolutionary process of 
colorful and vibrant abstract 
pieces, building on her past 
achievements such as in 
Seascapes and Horizons & 
Landscapes. 

The artist incorporated 
some ancient Indians sym¬ 
bols in her work carefully 
layering them with contem¬ 
porary designs and beautiful 
color combinations, drawing 
attention to the human ability 
to create art despite the ongo¬ 
ing digital migration. 

Grace’s spontaneity as ex¬ 
pressed in color is fueled by 
her own heart. The richness 
of vibrant colors and her feel¬ 
ing for harmonious shapes 
can be observed in each of 
her paintings, which allows 
them to achieve great artistic 
appeal. 


’South Park’ Muhammad episode 
airs despite uproar 


NEW YORK - Comedy Cen- 
trafs ’’South Park” included a 
representation of the Prophet 
Muhammad as a character 
this week despite a radical 
Muslim group’s warning that 
its producers could be killed. 

Muhammad appeared on 
Wednesday night’s episode of 
the cartoon with his body ob¬ 
scured by a black box, since 
Muslims consider a physical 
representation of their 
prophet to be blasphemous. 


Last week, the character was 
believed to be disguised in a 
bear costume. When that 
same costume was removed 
this week, Santa Claus ap¬ 
peared. 

The bear costume had an¬ 
gered the New York-based 
group Revolution Muslim, 
which posted a message on 
its website saying that pro¬ 
ducers Trey Parker and Matt 
Stone had insulted their 
prophet. 



Teppanyaki & Sushi Bar 

HOUSE OF JAPAN 

VALID FROM 

TUESDAY THOUGH THURSDAY 


MON - THURS 5.30PM - 12.30AM 
FRI & SAT 5.30PM - 02.00AM 

Call for Reservations 

586-6765 


* MISO SOUP * GREEN SALAD / PASSION DRESSING 

* SHRIMP APPETIZER * CHICKEN FRIED RICE 

YOUR CHOICE OF MAIN COURSE 
HABACHI STEAK - HABACHI SHRIMP - TERIYAKI CHICKEN - FILET MIGN0N 

ICE CREAM AND GREEN TEA 

Located at South Beach mall across from the Radisson hotel 


A 




X 

1 3 * 






PER PERSON 

I NO SERVICE CHARGE 


Not valid with any 
other special 


Loyal Aruba visitors honored as 
Distinguished Visitors of Aruba 



Recently, Mr. Howard 
and Mrs. Amy Cohen, 
from New Jersey, were 
named Distinguished 
Visitors of Aruba. They 
have been visiting the is¬ 
land for 16 consecutive 
years. 

The first time the Co¬ 
hens came here was a 
year before their mar¬ 
riage, and stayed at the 
Hyatt Regency, after 
that they kept returning 
regularly and stayed at 
different hotels, among 
others the Golden Tulip, 
the Holiday Inn and the 
Americana Hotel. At 
present they are staying 
at the Costa Linda 
Beach Resort. 

The Cohens stated 
they have visited differ¬ 
ent destinations around 


the world and always 
consider Aruba number 
ONE. Aruba is their sec¬ 
ond home and the main 
reason for coming here 
year after year is our 
friendly people, hospi¬ 
tality and the safety on 
the island. 

Along the years they 
have brough several 
friends and family 
members here for them 


Paradise Aruba. 

During a ceremony 
held at the premises of 
Costa Linda Beach Re¬ 
sort, Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority liaison Rayon 
Koolman presented Mr. 
And Mrs. Cohen a 
beautiful certificate as a 
token of appreciation 
for their loyalty and love 
for Aruba. Also present 
were two beautiful 


to get acquainted with Costa Linda associates. 


Armando’s Kite Shlck 

®oo fe OsOaGo)^ 

For kite lesson & lodging info 
i call:7 297)733-1515 

www.kitesurfingaruba.com 

Next to Marriott Resort 

Lessons starts daily at 
.m. - 12:00p.m. - 3:00p.m. ■ 
\nyone between the ages of 8 and 77'can enjoy this sport ’ 
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Facebook widens reach to tailor 
broader Web 


NEW YORK (AP) - Face- 
book is spreading its wings to 
the broader Web with new 
tools that will allow users to 
see personalized versions of 
websites they visit elsewhere. 

The move could change 
the way people experience 
the online world, though it 
could come with deeper pri¬ 
vacy implications. By access¬ 
ing Facebook's tools, 
websites will be able to cus¬ 
tomize the experience based 
on the list of friends, favorite 
bands and other things users 
have shared on their Face- 
book profiles. 

’’The Web is at a really im¬ 
portant turning point now,” 
Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg said at a confer¬ 
ence for Web and software 
developers in San Francisco. 
’’Most things aren't social and 
they don't use your real iden¬ 
tity. This is really starting to 
change.” 

It already has, with Face- 
book among its earliest pio¬ 
neers. The world's largest 
online social network has 
long insisted, with varying 
success, that its users go by 
their real identities when they 
sign up for the service, offer¬ 
ing a contrast to the culture of 
pseudonyms common else¬ 
where online. 

And Facebook has some¬ 
times transported those iden¬ 
tities beyond its own service. 

The latest changes take 
this a step further. It means 
Facebook users will be able 
to see a Web tailored to them 
based on their interests and 


social connections, as long as 
they are already logged in to 
Facebook. So when visiting a 
news site for the first time, 
they could see which of their 
Facebook friends liked recent 
articles. A music site such as 
Pandora, meanwhile, could 
start playing music from the 
user's favorite bands. 

Users will also be able to 
share items on their Face- 
book profiles without leaving 
the other websites, simply by 
clicking "like” buttons next to 
the news article or other 
items they are reading. 

Zuckerberg told develop¬ 
ers at the f8 conference that 
the experience will mean a 
more personalized, social, 
smarter Web. 

"There is an old saying 
that says when you go to 
heaven, all of your friends are 
there and everything is just 
the way you want it to be,” 
Zuckerberg said during his 
keynote, wearing sneakers 
and a dark sweat shirt. "So to¬ 
gether let's make a world 
that's that good.” 

Precisely because people 
use their real identities on 
Facebook, and share things 
they don't want the world to 
know, the company's latest 
plans could backfire if it 
doesn't make it clear what it's 
trying to do. 

"How many people are re¬ 
ally going to want all this in¬ 
formation about them 
shared?” said Greg Sterling, 
an Internet analyst who also 
writes for 

SearchEngineLand.com. 


Just pop, and pour! 



"That's the big unanswered 
question here.” 

If users embrace it, Face- 
book could gain valuable in¬ 
sights that could help it sell 
more advertising, potentially 
rivaling online ad leader 
Google Inc., which typically 
tailors ads based on key¬ 
words in search terms and 
Web content. 



"Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


Amorous slug, orange snake among 
finds on Borneo 



Borneo Slug 


Belgium's Alexis Babusiaux poses with his inven¬ 
tion, an inovative bottle-opener that requires only 
one hand to open a bottle, pour out the content and 
recuperate the capsule during the opening day of the 
38th International Exhibition of Invention in Geneva. 
More than 700 exhibitors from 45 countries attend 
the World's largest exhibition devoted to innovation 
in the world. 


KUALA LUMPUR, Malay¬ 
sia (AP) - A lungless frog, a 
frog that flies and a slug that 
shoots love darts are among 
123 new species found in 
Borneo since 2007 in a proj¬ 
ect to conserve one of the 
oldest rain forests in the 
world. 

A report by the global con¬ 
servation group WWF on the 
discoveries also calls for pro¬ 
tecting the threatened species 
and equatorial rain forest on 
Borneo, the South China Sea 
island that is the world's 
third-largest and is shared by 
Malaysia, Indonesia and 
Brunei. 

"The challenge is to en¬ 
sure that these precious land¬ 
scapes are still intact for 
future generations,” said the 
report released Thursday. 

The search for the new 


species was part of the Heart 
of Borneo project that started 
in February 2007 and is 
backed by the WWF and the 
three countries that share the 
island. 

The aim is to conserve 
85,000 square miles (220,000 
square kilometers) of rain 
forest that was described by 
Charles Darwin as "one great 
luxuriant hothouse made by 
nature for herself.” 

Explorers have been visit¬ 
ing Borneo for centuries, but 
vast tracts of its interior are 
yet to be biologically ex¬ 
plored, said Adam Tomasek, 
leader of WWF's Heart of 
Borneo project. 

"If this stretch of irre¬ 
placeable rain forest can be 
conserved for our children, 
the promise of more discov¬ 
eries must be a tantalizing 


one for the next generation of 
researchers to contemplate,” 
he said. 

The scientists' discoveries 
include the world's longest 
known stick insect at 56.7 
centimeters, a flame-colored 
snake and a frog that flies and 
changes its skin and eye 
color. In total, 67 plants, 29 
invertebrates, 17 fish, five 
frogs, three snakes and two 
lizards and a brand new 
species of bird were discov¬ 
ered, said the report. 

Borneo has long been 
known as a hub for monster 
insects, including giant cock¬ 
roaches about 4 inches (10 
centimeters) long. 

Notable among the species 
discovered are: 

• a snake that has a bright 
orange, almost flame-like, 
neck coloration that gradually 
fuses into an extraordinary 
iridescent and vivid blue, 
green and brown pattern. 
When threatened it flares its 
nape, revealing bright orange 
colors. 

• A frog that breathes 
through its skin because it has 
no lungs, which makes it ap¬ 
pear flat. This aerodynamic 
shape allows the frogs to 
move swiftly in fast flowing 
streams. Although the species 
was discovered in 1978, it 
was only now that scientists 
found the frog has no lungs. 

• A high-altitude slug 
found on Mount Kinabalu 
that has a tail three times the 
length of its head. They shoot 
calcium carbonate "love 
darts” during courtship to in¬ 
ject a hormone into a mate. 
While resting, the slug wraps 
its long tail around its body. 

The Heart of Borneo, the 
core island area the conserva¬ 
tion effort targets, is home to 
ten species of primate, more 
than 350 birds, 150 reptiles 
and amphibians and a stag¬ 
gering 10,000 plants that are 
found nowhere else in the 
world, the report says. 
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Medicinal Uses of Aloe Vera 



If you live in the warm or 
tropical regions of the coun¬ 
try, you've probably seen an 
aloe vera plant. In fact, you 
might have some growing 
right there in your yard. They 
have been used for medicinal 
purposes for thousands of 
years and still are today. 
Though used to treat many 
conditions, in treating many 
skin conditions, the aloe vera 
has proven its worth time 
after time. Here on Aruba the 
aloe vera plant grows all 
over. 

History 

For thousands of years the 
aloe vera plant has been used 
by many civilizations for its 
medicinal worth. The Sume¬ 
rians were considered the 
first to document the medici¬ 
nal properties of the aloe vera 
plant. Papyrus documents 
from ancient Egypt have also 
been found noting at least 12 
formulas aloe vera was used 
in. These treatments cured 
everything from skin disor¬ 
ders to other problems with 
the internal workings of the 
body. In 375 B.C., the aloe 
vera was widely used in India 
for its medicinal powers. The 
aloe vera is even mentioned 
in the Bible. Tropical regions 
of the world as well as Africa 
were places the aloe vera 
called home. As trading 
throughout the world in¬ 
creased, the aloe vera was 
transported to different re¬ 
gions. 

Description 

The aloe vera plant is a 
succulent belonging in the 
genus of aloes. It's a tall, 
spiky plant and the leaves 



grow like long rosettes. 
These plants prefer dry, warm 
conditions but are basically 
pretty hardy. To extract the 
medicine from the plant, you 
first need to cut one of the 
leaves off. By removing the 
thin outside layer of green 
flesh, the gel-like interior will 
be exposed. This is where all 
the benefits are within the 
plant. Though some products 
advertise the whole plant, it's 
the gel-like substance that's 
needed for whatever symp¬ 
tom you're using it on. 

Skin Problems 

For centuries the benefits 
of the aloe plant and certain 
skin conditions has been 
known. If you are suffering a 
sunburn, by rubbing the gel 
on your affected area, the 
burn and chance of blistering 
will be relieved. The aloe 
vera is also used to treat cuts, 
minor skin infections, insect 
bites, itching, burns, eczema, 


acne, dry skin as well as fun¬ 
gal infections. Many cosmet¬ 
ics include aloe vera in them 
for their healing properties. 

Other Uses 

Other than treating skin 
disorders, the aloe vera is 
used to treat many other con¬ 
ditions. Some of these treat¬ 
ments have been proved to be 
true, while others are still 
being tested. For years the 
juice of the aloe vera has 
been used as a laxative and 
digestive aid. Its juice is very 
bitter, so it's usually mixed 
with something else to mask 
the taste. Be advised that by 
drinking aloe vera juice, you 
may experience severe 
cramping. It's also thought 
that aloe vera may help the 
effects of colitis. Though 
there are no studies to prove 
its validity, the plant is also 
used to treat diabetics, ulcers 
and elevated blood lipids. 
Many people believe taking 
an aloe vera extract will 
strengthen their immune sys¬ 
tems. In fact, dogs and cats 
that are fighting cancer have 
been given aloe vera as a im- 
munostimulant. 

Forms 

Aloe vera can be pur¬ 
chased in many forms. If you 
grow one yourself, you'll al¬ 
ways have the gel from the 
leaves ready to use as a med¬ 
icine. Many cosmetics use 
aloe vera in the form of lo¬ 
tions or creams. You can also 
purchase aloe vera in the 
drink form as well as pill. It's 
also manufactured in salves, 
gels and lotions to be used to 
treat various conditions of the 
skin. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Study finds patients breathe 
easier after weight-loss 


Patients who've lost weight 
after bariatric surgery breathe 
easier and take 50 percent 
fewer prescription breathing 
medications, a new study 
finds. 

Researchers reviewed the 
medical records of 320 pa¬ 
tients for one year before and 
after they had bariatric sur¬ 
gery at Henry Ford Hospital 
in Detroit. The patients filled 
a total of 324 prescriptions 
for breathing medications in 
the year before surgery, and 
154 prescriptions in the year 
after surgery. 

"Not only do patients 
breathe easier, less money is 
spent on prescription health¬ 
care costs," study author Dr. 
Naveen Sikka said in a news 
release. "Better quality of 


life, possible reduction of 
chronic breathing problems, 
including asthma, and lower 
health-care costs significantly 
benefit patients and help to 
reduce the national health¬ 
care crisis." 

"Some obese patients de¬ 
velop asthma, while others 
are treated for breathing 
problems with medications 
typically used for asthma. 
The results of this study bring 
us closer to determining if 
weight loss can improve 
asthma long-term," Dr. An¬ 
drew Weinstein, vice chair of 
the Asthma and Respiratory 
Disease Committee of the 
American College of Allergy, 
Asthma & Immunology, said 
in the news release. 


New form of painkiller may 
fight colon cancer 


Adding to previous research 
suggesting that painkillers 
can reduce the risk for colon 
cancer, researchers report that 
an investigational form of the 
drug naproxen blocks a mo¬ 
lecular process that leads to 
the disease. 

Commonly known by 
such brand names as Aleve, 
Anaprox and Naprosyn, the 
standard form of naproxen is 
a generic pain medication. 

Though the drug has been 
tested only in the laboratory, 
not on people, "it appears that 
the investigational form of 
naproxen we studied may be 
more effective than standard 
naproxen in inhibiting col¬ 
orectal tumor development," 
Margie Clapper, co-leader of 
the Cancer Prevention and 
Control Program at Fox 
Chase Cancer Center, said in 
a news release from the cen¬ 
ter. "An added benefit would 
be the reduced gastrointesti¬ 
nal toxicity of this novel type 
of naproxen." 

Researchers found that the 
new type of naproxen, known 
as NO-naproxen, appeared to 
block a signaling pathway 
that plays a role in the forma¬ 
tion of colorectal cancer. 

Based on laboratory data, 
"we think that NO-naproxen 
is much better than naproxen 
in nipping this whole process 


in the bud," Clapper said. 

The scientists are testing 
their finding in mice but do 
not yet have the results. 

The study findings were 
scheduled to be released at 
the annual meeting of the 
American Association for 
Cancer Research, April 17 to 
21 in Washington D.C. 


TIP: Why Are My 
Gums Bleeding? 


Bleeding gums may sig¬ 
nal gum disease or a more 
serious medical problem. 

The U.S. National Li¬ 
brary of Medicine says 
bleeding gums may be 
caused by: 

* Brushing or flossing 
your teeth too vigorously or 
incorrectly. 

* Gum disease. 

* A blood disorder. 

* Periodontitis or gin¬ 
givitis. 

* Hormonal changes dur¬ 
ing pregnancy. 

* Dentures that don't fit 
properly. 

* An infection of the 
teeth or gums. 

* Blood-thinning med¬ 
ications. 

* Vitamin deficiency. 
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ON ALL RED CARPET ITEMS! 
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Palm Beach, 

I s a city northwest of 
0raniestad capital of 
Aruba , and is home to the 
high rise hotels and a new 
shopping district. The 
renowned two-mile-long 
strip known as Palm Beach 
is home to glamorous high- 
rise hotels and dotted by 
water sports concessions, 
piers, beach bars, 
restaurants and shops. 

Calm waters make this a 
comfortable haven for 
swimmers and snorkelers. 

A walk along the coast at 
dawn or sunset is perfect 
for exercise and quiet 
reflection. 

Multiple time-share 
ownership and full-time 
ownership condos have 
been or are being built in 
the area as well. 
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Restaurant & Fun Bar 

Located at Palm tteacn Plaza 101 

Tel: 586-2141 
www.mamasmexicoaruba.com 

Best prices in the Area 
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Ash cloud's silver lining: bluer skies 


Israeli 
museum 
unveils rare 
Renaissance 
manuscript 

JERUSALEM, Israel (AP) - 
Experts at Israel’s national 
museum have completed the 
restoration of a 15th-century 
Hebrew manuscript with ex¬ 
quisite illustrations made by 
master Italian artisans, offi¬ 
cials said. 

The Renaissance master¬ 
piece is a copy of the Mish- 
neh Torah, an important work 
of Jewish law written three 
centuries earlier by the me¬ 
dieval philosopher and rabbi 
Maimonides. 

The manuscript, written 
on animal skin, discusses 
laws governing property, rit¬ 
ual purity and agriculture. It 
includes Hebrew words in 
gold leaf and miniature fig¬ 
ures in colorful dress against 
brilliant skies of a blue shade 
made from lapis lazuli stones. 

It took a year for a team at 
the Israel Museum in Jeru¬ 
salem to repair the manu¬ 
script and prepare it for 
display, curator Anna Nizza 
said. 

The museum has half of 
the original book, which was 
divided into two parts in the 
19th century. The other half is 
owned by the Vatican Li¬ 
brary. 

The manuscript displayed 
to reporters Thursday was 
created in Italy just as the era 
of great illuminated manu¬ 
scripts was drawing to a close 
and the art of bookmaking in 
Europe was being perma¬ 
nently altered by the advent 
of the printing press. 

James Snyder, the mu¬ 
seum's director, said the ma¬ 
nuscript was produced by one 
of the top Renaissance work¬ 
shops and is "perhaps without 
parallel in character." 

The scribe, whose name is 
given in an inscription as Ne- 
hemia, was Jewish, but cura¬ 
tors believe the craftsmen 
behind the illustrations were 
Christians working under the 
guidance of a wealthy Jewish 
family that commissioned the 
book. It was not uncommon 
at the time for Christian arti¬ 
sans to create ritual artifacts 
for Jews. 

A U.S. couple bought the 
work from a family in Frank¬ 
furt, Germany, for an undis¬ 
closed price in 2007 and has 
lent it to the museum. It is 
slated to go on display in 
July. 


LONDON, England (AP) - As 
volcanic ash cast a shadow 
over millions of lives, Londo¬ 
ners and other city dwellers 
across Europe were treated to 
a rare spectacle of nature: Pris¬ 
tine, blue skies brighter than 
any in recent memory. 

The remarkable sight hap¬ 
pened in part because mass 
flight groundings prevented 


busy airspace from being criss¬ 
crossed with plumes of jet ex¬ 
haust that create a semi¬ 
permanent haze — and other 
effects beyond the white con¬ 
trails themselves. 

Just as city lights make it 
necessary for us to go to the 
desert to appreciate the true 
glitter of stars, so has modem 
aviation dulled us to what the 


noontime sky can really look 
like — until the empting vol¬ 
cano in Iceland offered a re¬ 
minder. 

Without aircraft contrails, 
"the skies have been particu¬ 
larly blue," said meteorology 
professor Chris Merchant of 
the University of Edinburgh. 

The clearer skies are prima¬ 
rily due to a high pressure sys¬ 


tem in the region, but Mer¬ 
chant said the blue tone has 
been deeper than normal be¬ 
cause of the lack of vapor from 
aircraft engines. Depending on 
weather conditions, the vapor 
trials can expand into thin cir¬ 
rus clouds. It’s as if somebody 
suddenly ripped a veil away, 
exposing the tme colors of the 
heavens. 
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CROSSWORD 
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CROSSWORD 



ACROSS 

1. Depressions 
5. Distorts 
10. Thought 

14. Mine 
passage 

15. Public 

16. Tenting 
ground 

17. Not any 

18. Fracas 

19. New York 

20. "Beautiful 


22. Antennae 

24. Big boy 

25. —— firma 

26. Dollars and 
cents 

29. Mongrel 

30. Start 

34. Eternally 


35. On behalf of 

36. Present as 
proof 

37. *My 
country, 

thee” 

38. Predeter¬ 
mine 

40. Everything 

41. Main course 

43. Building 
site 

44. Egg-shaped 

45. Adjust 

46. Army 
officer: abbr. 

47. Broods 

48. Bartlett and 
Anjou 

50. Disencum¬ 
ber 

51. Opposite 


54. Mothers and 
fathers 

58. Bowfin 
genus 

59. Sets of two 

61. Not usual 

62. Liquid 
measure 

63. Prevent 
legally 

64. Constant 

65. Jeanne 
d’Arc et al.: 
abbr. 

66. Wants 

67. Colored 

DOWN 

1. Real estate 

2. Fragrance 

3. Claret, e.g. 

4. Kind of ship 

5. —in 
Love” 

6. Declare 
positively 

7. Bro, e.g. 
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Like better 

Drive a car 

Greenland’s 

neighbor 

Challenge 

Arab 

chieftain 

Copies 

Spring 

month 

Wear away 

Terrapins 

Rhythm 

Sheeplike 

Avian 

dwellings 

Type of 

lettuce 

Urbane 

Brilliant 

success 

Relates 

Fixed 

charge 

Picnic pest 

Discourage 

Charged 

atom 

Says again 
Requisi¬ 
tioned 

monkey 

Evergreen 

tree 

Poplar 

Grates 

Knocks 

Give off 

Climbing 

plant 

Urge 

Sea force 

Elm or ash 

Put in the 

mail 

Native: 

suffix 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


April 17 - April 23 

0’stad: “Botica Trupiaal” Pos Chiquito.: “Botica Aloe” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 

Tel: 588-9517-Fax: 588-9518 
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FOR SALE 


Time Share 

1 week - week 32 

$4,000 

Caribbean Palm Village 

Tel: 744-6017 

arubasuncontrol@setarnet.aw 


FOR RENT TIMESHARE 


at 

Holiday Inn Club Vacations 
at Orange Lake Resort 
Kissinmee, FL. 

2 bedroom suite, sleeps 6-8 
persons. Week July 23-30/10 
Price: US$1,200 
For info please call 
Cell: (297) 593-2320 


E 'sa del mar 

Weeks 11 & 12 

Room 1414 
Corner room facing 
pool and ocean 
582-7000 ext 1414 

or E-mail ron1617@aol.com 
Phone 718-892-2343 
after 3/27 


Waiter’s Service 


For every occasion 
Christening 
Holy Communion 
Marriage 
Birthday 
Private Parties'! 

For Information 
Call: 741-2295/567-2158 



Greek debt crisis worsens 
as EU revises figures 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) - Mar¬ 
kets pushed Greece closer to 
an expensive bailout after the 
EU raised its estimate of the 
country's budget deficit yester¬ 
day and a top agency down¬ 
graded Greece's credit rating. 
The twin moves caused the 
heavily indebted nation's bor¬ 
rowing costs to spike to unsus¬ 
tainable levels. 

So far, Greece's Socialist 
government has insisted it 
prefers to tap bond markets for 
its borrowing requirements 
and avoid using a joint euro- 
zone-international Monetary 
Fund rescue package, the de¬ 
tails of which are being ham¬ 
mered out in talks that began in 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 



Athens on Wednesday. 

But with investors deman¬ 
ding punishingly high interest 
rates the chances that Greece 
will get by without a rescue 
seem increasingly remote. 

"Greece is in the midst of 
another hellish week and now 
faces no choice but to seek to 
formally activate the European 
rescue package," said Ben 
May, European economist at 
Capital Economics. "While 
this may help to ease the mar¬ 
kets' frazzled nerves, the latest 
upward revision to the 2009 
budget deficit highlights the 
mammoth task ahead." 

The European Union's sta¬ 
tistics agency Eurostat revised 
Greece's budget deficit in 2009 
to 13.6 percent of gross do¬ 
mestic product from 12.9 per¬ 
cent, and said it could be 
further revised by up to 0.5 
percentage points. 

The level is more than four 
times the EU limit set for the 
16 countries that use the euro, 
which has been badly hit by 
the Greek financial crisis. 

Athens insisted its target of 
reducing its deficit by at least 
4 percentage points in 2010 re¬ 
mained unchanged. 


Obama slams Wall Street ways while 
asking support 


NEW YORK (AP) - President 
Barack Obama rebuked Wall 
Street for risky practices yes¬ 
terday even as he sought its 
leaders' help for "updated, 
commonsense" banking regu¬ 
lations to head off any new fi¬ 
nancial crisis. 

"Ultimately there is no di¬ 
viding line between Main 
Street and Wall Street. We rise 
or we fall together as one na¬ 
tion. So I urge you to join me," 
Obama said in a high-stakes 
speech near the nation's finan¬ 
cial hub. His audience in¬ 
cluded some of the nation's 
most influential bankers. 


TOKYO, Japan (AP) - 
Moody's Investors Service 
yesterday lowered its main 
debt rating for Toyota Motor 
Corp., saying the carmaker's 
well-publicized quality prob¬ 
lems could hurt profits over the 
long term. 

The rating agency cut its 
senior unsecured rating on 
Toyota from Aal to Aa2, with 
a negative outlook. The cuts 
also apply to a number of its 
subsidiaries. 

Such ratings can affect how 


The president acknow¬ 
ledged differences of opinion 
over how to best protect 
bailout-weary taxpayers but 
denounced criticism from 
some Republicans who claim a 
Democratic-sponsored bill 
headed for Senate action 
would encourage rather than 
discourage future bailouts of 
huge banks. 

"That makes for a good 
sound bite, but it's not factually 
accurate. It is not true," Obama 
said to scattered applause. "In 
fact, the system as it stands — 
the system as it stands is what 
led to a series of massive, 


much it costs for companies to 
borrow from banks and other 
lenders. But the world's largest 
carmaker said the cut was un¬ 
likely to affect its business be¬ 
cause it still has an A-level 
rating. 

"The ratings downgrade by 
Moody's is very regrettable, 
but with the trust of customers 
as our top priority, manage¬ 
ment will put in maximum ef¬ 
fort so that the rating is raised 
once again," said a Toyota 
spokeswoman, who asked that 


costly taxpayer bailouts." He 
said the overhaul legislation 
would put a stop to such 
bailouts. 

Obama's speech came at a 
delicate time in negotiations 
over the Senate measure, 
which could be debated next 
week. The House has passed 
its own version of financial 
overhaul legislation. Obama 
did not say which one he fa¬ 
vored but told an audience that 
included dozens of financial 
leaders "both bills represent 
significant improvement on 
the flawed rules we have in 
place today." 

debt rating 

her name not be used due to 
company policy. 

In addition to a series of 
global recalls on some of its 
top brands, Toyota faces at 
least 100 lawsuits in the U.S. 
for injuries or deaths attributed 
to sudden acceleration and is 
the subject of a congressional 
investigation. 

Moody's said in a statement 
that the ratings cut reflected 
Toyota's low level of prof¬ 
itability, which it expected to 
continue until at least 2012. 


Moody’s lowers Toyota 


Home sales rise as unemployment claims fall 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Home 
sales rose sharply last month 
and claims for jobless benefits 
fell last week. The two reports 
yesterday sketched a picture of 
a modestly improving econ¬ 
omy. 

Sales of previously occu¬ 
pied homes increased more 
than expected in March after 
three straight months of de¬ 
clines, the National Associa¬ 
tion of Realtors said. The 
housing market benefited from 
government incentives that 
drew in buyers. 

Purchases jumped 6.8 per¬ 


cent to a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate of 5.35 million last 
month, the highest level since 
December. The median sales 
price was $170,700, nearly un¬ 
changed from a year earlier. 

Some economists expect 
healthy sales to continue, but 
caution that a clearer picture of 
the housing market will 
emerge after federal tax credits 
expire at the end of this month. 

"The spring selling season 
will be a success and probably 
the most active we're seen in 
years," said Stuart Hoffman, 
chief economist at PNC Finan- 


US Airways ends talks with 
United about combo 


ATLANTA, Georgia (AP) - 
US Airways Group Inc., the 
product of one combination 
and long the seeker of another, 
won't be tying up with United 
Airlines. The nation's sixth- 
largest carrier is content to re¬ 
main on its own for now while 
United and Continental Air¬ 
lines try to reach a deal. 

While US Airways didn't 
specifically say yesterday why 
it ended talks with United, 


Continental's involvement ap¬ 
pears to have played a role. 

"US Airways was ready to 
sign a deal with United when 
they found out United was 
more interested in signing a 
deal with Continental," said a 
person who was briefed on the 
discussions. 

The person was not author¬ 
ized to speak publicly, and 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 


cial Services Group. 

In a separate report yester¬ 
day, initial claims for unem¬ 
ployment benefits fell by 
24,000 to a seasonally adjusted 
456,000, the Labor Department 
said. That nearly matched ana¬ 
lysts' estimates, according to 
Thomson Reuters. 

The drop comes after 
claims rose sharply in the pre¬ 
vious two weeks. A Labor De¬ 
partment analyst attributed 
those increases to seasonal ad¬ 
justment difficulties around the 
Easter holiday, which falls on 
different weeks each year. 
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Palm Beach 6D, Noord 

(On the right side of Valero Gas Station) 

8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. ♦ Closed Sunday 


Pancakes & Pizza 


Pancakes • Pizza • Fried Eggs • Homemade Soup 
Sate • Fresh Rolls • Espresso 


Mexico City offers bikes 


in its clean air campaign 


MEXICO CITY, Mexico (AP) 
- Pedaling placidly, black- 
suited businessmen and 
women in dresses and high 
heels wheel shiny red bikes be¬ 
tween growling green buses, 
serenaded by shrill police 
whistles and coughing diesel 
trucks, the morning sunlight 
filtering through yellow smog. 

With its scofflaw drivers, 
gridlocked traffic and cobble- 
stoned downtown, Mexico 
City isn't the most bicycle- 
friendly place. But residents 
were asked to take the risk for 
Madre Tierra as part of a larger 
campaign that leaders hope 
will clean up this 700-year-old 
metropolis. 

This spring the city launched 
Ecobici, installing 1,100 bikes 
at 85 stations throughout the 
center of the city. In its first 
three months, 4,000 people have 
paid $24 for user cards they 
swipe at a rack to release a bi¬ 
cycle for a half-hour. City offi¬ 
cials hope to register 24,000 
people in the first year. 

With 50,000 trips taken to 
date through Mexico City's 
harrowing streets, city officials 
are delighted with the results: 
zero accidents, zero thefts. 

Introduced in Europe in the 
1960s, bike sharing has 
evolved from a few, informal 
programs when do-gooders put 
free bikes out on city streets to 
high tech systems now used in 
dozens of cities from Shang¬ 
hai, China, to Santiago, Chile. 

One of the largest is in 
Paris, where three reported fa¬ 
talities early on and more than 
7,500 thefts led to some se¬ 
rious concerns. But Paris 
pressed on, opening more bike 
stations and educating drivers; 
now studies show the 115,000 
bike trips a day have signifi¬ 
cantly eased traffic. 

Ecobici is part of Mexico 
City's 15-year Plan Verde, a $1 
billion-per-year program sup¬ 
ported by Mexico's federal 
government, the World Bank 
and the United Nations. 

The plan includes a new, 
energy efficient bus system, 
once-a-week no-drive days for 
all cars, and subway system 
improvements. Every Sunday, 
16 miles of downtown streets 
are closed to car traffic, allow¬ 
ing cyclists and pedestrians to 


safely cruise their city. Parks 
are staying open later and 
rooftop gardens being in¬ 
stalled. 

Here's how the Ecobici sys¬ 
tem work: Users can check out 
a bike for 30 minutes at a time. 
They return it to any of the 
bike stations, and 10 minutes 
have to pass before they check 
out another one. If a bike is 
kept out longer than a half 
hour, small fees start to accrue. 
The bikes have adjustable 
seats, and they come with 
lights that go on automatically 
when ridden and have small 
racks to hold purses or gro¬ 
ceries. 

A 15-minute bike commute 
can burn 11 pounds of fat a 
year, reducing the risk of heart 
disease as much as 20 percent, 
according to SmartBike, which 
builds Ecobicis for about $700 
each in Oslo, Norway. In addi¬ 
tion, it says, commuting cy¬ 
clists are less exposed to air 
pollution than commuting mo¬ 
torists, and just one person 
switching from driving to cy¬ 
cling to work for a 6-mile trip 
each way saves 1.3 metric tons 
of carbon dioxide emissions a 
year. 

That said, every Ecobici 
user interviewed, said they are 
gravely concerned about driv¬ 
ers who don't follow rules that 
allow cyclists to have their 
own lane. They told of near 
misses with buses, aggressive 
drivers leaning on their horns, 
cars on sidewalks, cars going 
the wrong way on one-way 
streets, virtual mayhem at traf¬ 
fic circles. 

City leaders do plan to add 
designated bike lanes, and 
thousands more bikes as well. 
They say they have no choice. 

The capital and its suburbs 
face grave ecological chal¬ 
lenges. With more than 20 mil¬ 
lion people and 6 million cars, 
the metropolis sprawls across 
a valley surrounded by 16,000- 
foot peaks that trap contami¬ 
nants for days. 

Yet Plan Verde is paying 
off. There were 333 days in 
1990 that had ozone levels 
high enough for health warn¬ 
ings. Last year there were 180 
days above normal — still too 
many, but a marked improve¬ 
ment. 


Earth Day: No more burning rivers, 
but new threats 



Wayne Bratton poses on his tour boat, ’Ho¬ 
liday’ docked on the Cuyahoga River 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Pollu¬ 
tion before the first Earth Day 
was not only visible, it was in 
your face: Cleveland's Cuya¬ 
hoga River caught fire. An oil 
spill fouled 30 miles of South¬ 
ern California beaches. And 
thick smog choked many 
cities' skies. 

Not anymore. 

Yesterday, 40 years after 
that first Earth Day in 1970, 
smog levels nationwide have 
dropped by about a quarter, 
and lead levels in the air are 
down more than 90 percent. 
Formerly fetid lakes and burn¬ 
ing rivers are now open to 
swimmers. 

The challenges to the planet 
today are largely invisible — 
and therefore tougher to tackle. 

"To suggest that we've 
made progress is not to say the 
problem is over," said William 
Ruckelshaus, who in 1970 be¬ 
came the first head of the En¬ 
vironmental Protection 

Agency. "What we've done is 
shift from the very visible 
kinds of issues to those that are 
a lot more subtle today." 

Issues such as climate 
change are less obvious to the 
naked eye. Since the first Earth 
Day, carbon dioxide levels in 
the air have increased by 19 
percent, pushing the average 
annual world temperature up 
about 1 degree Fahrenheit, ac¬ 
cording to the National Ocea¬ 
nic and Atmospheric Admini¬ 
stration. 

"We've cleaned up what 
you can see and left everything 
else in limbo," said Kathleen 
Rogers, president of the Earth 
Day Network. 

Improvements took shape 
in the form of the Clean Air 
Act, the Clean Water Act and 
changes in the way businesses 
treat the environment, said 
Denis Hayes. Those reforms, 
he added, grew out of the first 
Earth Day, an event Hayes 
helped coordinate. 

"It is the most powerful, 
sweeping, society-wide change 
America has had since the 
New Deal," Hayes said. "The 
air is cleaner despite the fact 
that we have twice as many ve¬ 
hicles traveling twice as many 
miles." 

Nancy Sutley, head of the 
White House Council on Envi¬ 
ronmental Quality, said pro¬ 
gress in the past 40 years is 
about more than just laws. It's 
also about innovation that 
made cleaner cars. And that in¬ 
novation, Sutley said, "is going 
to be the answer for tackling 
climate change." 

No place illustrates pro¬ 
gress more than the Cuyahoga 
River. 

Cleveland's main river used 


to periodically 
catch fire. On 
June 22, 1969, 
trash and an oil 
slick ignited. 

The river burned 
for half an hour, 
drawing national 
attention to 
water pollution 
nationwide. 

People didn't 
swim in the river 
at the time, and 
anyone who fell 
in needed to be 
checked by a 
doctor. 

"The river 
bubbled like a 
cauldron. There 
were all kinds of 
chemicals in 
there, and that 
was what was 
bubbling at the 
bottom," said 
Wayne Bratton, 
a boat captain 
then and now, 
and the first president of the 
Cleveland Harbor Conserva¬ 
tion Committee. 

On Tuesday, Wayne Bratton 
was aboard his boat, The Ho¬ 
liday. He looked over the star¬ 
board side at Collision Bend 
and described by telephone 
what he saw: "I'm looking at a 
lot of gulls, there's a loon, a lot 
of black heron." 

People now fish in the river, 
which holds 60 species. 
There's a spiffy amphitheater 
on the river bank, which never 
would have been built when 
the water had a dreadful 
stench, Bratton said. 

It's not just the Cuyahoga. 
In 1957, the Public Health 
Service declared the Potomac 
River unsafe for swimming. 
Now Rogers lets her children 
swim in it. 

"I don't even wash them off 
any more," she said. 

In Los Angeles in the 1960s 
and 1970s, the joke was that if 
you moved in during the sum¬ 
mer you wouldn't notice the 
nearby mountains until the 
winter. Now peak smog levels 
are only one-third as high as 40 
years ago, he said. 

"Unfortunately, it leads 
some people to think that we 
don't have a problem any 
more," said Sam Atwood, 
spokesman for the South Coast 
Air Quality Management Dis¬ 
trict. 

The region still has 6,000 
yearly premature deaths linked 
to unseen tiny particles in the 
air that cause heart and lung 
problems, Atwood said. 

In 1970, Ruckelshaus said, 
about 85 percent of pollution 
was from places like factories 


or power plants that the go¬ 
vernment could regulate. Now 
such sites account for only 15 
percent, with most pollution 
coming from sources like 
farms that are harder to con¬ 
trol. 

That makes fixing the re¬ 
maining problems politically 
difficult, said Russell Train, 
chief environmental adviser in 
1970 to President Richard 
Nixon. 

"Back in the '70s, people 
felt the threat of environmental 
mistakes and misbehavior," 
Train said. "There was a real 
threat to your health and peo¬ 
ple knew that. Today, people 
will accept that as a general 
principal, but don't feel any 
immediate threat from climate 
change or indirect source pol¬ 
lution from farmers." 

Last month was the hottest 
March on record worldwide. It 
was 1.4 degrees warmer than 
March 1970, according to 
NOAA. 

The average temperatures 
for the last 40 years are higher 
than the rest of the 130 years of 
record-keeping, said Deke 
Arndt, head of climate moni¬ 
toring at NOAA's National 
Climate Data Center. 

And, this week, German 
scientists published an analysis 
in the scientific journal Nature 
that says the greenhouse gas 
agreement reached by some in¬ 
ternational leaders last Decem¬ 
ber in Copenhagen would lead 
to a 10 to 20 percent increase 
in carbon dioxide levels in 
2020. 

That puts "in dire peril" 
chances for limiting the effects 
of warming, the researchers 
said. 
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GOLD PALACE JEWELE1 

Fine Jewelry, Diamonds & Watches 

RELIABLE PLACE FOR 
REPAIR AND REMODELING 
OF YOUR JEWELRY 

I L.G. Smith Blvd #15 La Hacienda, J.E. Irausquin Blvd #382 

Opposite Main Bus Station Opposite Playa Linda Beach Resort 

Oranjestad, Aruba High Rise Hotel Area 

Tel: (297) 588-2906 Noord, Palm Beach 

E-mail: goldpalacearuba@hotmail.com Tel. (297) 586-6431 


French Muslims torn over potential 
veil ban 


Egypt finds hoard of 2,000- 
year-old bronze coins 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) - Archae¬ 
ologists unearthed 383 bronze 
coins dating back to King 
Ptolemy III who ruled Egypt in 
the 3rd century B.C. and was 
an ancestor of the famed 
Cleopatra, the Egyptian antiq¬ 
uities authority announced 
Thursday. 

The statement said one side 
of the coins were inscribed 
with hybrid Greek-Egyptian 
god Amun-Zeus, while the 
other side showed an eagle and 
the words Ptolemy and king in 
Greek. 

Founded by one of Alexan¬ 
der the Great's generals, the 
Ptolemaic Dynasty ruled 
Egypt for some 300 years, fus¬ 
ing Greek and ancient Egypt¬ 
ian cultures. 

The coins were found north 
of Qarun lake in Fayoum Oasis 
50 miles (80 kilometers) south¬ 
west of Cairo. 



Other artifacts were un¬ 
earthed in the area included 
three necklaces made of os¬ 
trich egg shell dated back to 
the 4th millennium B.C. and a 
pot of kohl eyeliner from the 
Ottoman Empire. 

The objects will all be dis¬ 
played in the new Egyptian 
museum under construction 
near the pyramids of Giza. 


7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. ^ 


EGG DISHES 
*2 eggs sunny side up 

with ham & cheese 

*Scrambled 

with ham, cheese, onions, 
green pepper, tomato, mushroom 

*Plain omelettes 

with ham, cheese, onion, green pepper, 
tomato, mushroom 

All egg dishes are served with a choice of: 

white or whole wheat baguette or sliced 
toasted bread. 

*PASTECHI HORNA 
*CREPES 
*SWEET CREPES 
*BAGEL with cream cheese, 
smoked salmon, boiled egg 



LOCAL BREAKFAST 
*Pan grandi ( di rama ) 
or baguette 

*KERRIE-KERRIE (FISH ) 
*CONCH 
*FISH EGG 
*SHRIMPS 
*FISH FILLET 
*FISH CAKE 
*CHICKEN SOUP 

*FRUIT SALAD 
& YOGHURT 

*HOT BEVERAGES 
*COLD BEVERAGES 


For Reservations^ 
please call: 588-3648 

iHavenstraa t 36 , 4 f Su itej1 B fjOra njestadj 

main dowtown bus terminal)T^‘ aM " 



PARIS, France (AP) - Mus¬ 
lims in the Arab world are in¬ 
censed and Muslims in France 
are walking a delicate line after 
President Nicolas Sarkozy 
pushed for an all-out ban on 
full Islamic veils. 

"Ridiculous" and "mis¬ 
placed," said a Muslim vendor 
at an outdoor market in a 
working class, ethnically 
mixed Paris suburb. "Racist," 
said a Sunni Muslim cleric in 
Lebanon. 

The rector of the Muslim 
Institute of the Paris Mosque, 
however, held off on harsh 
criticism, saying only that any 
ban should be properly ex¬ 
plained, and noting that the 
Quran does not require women 
to cover their bodies and faces. 

Sarkozy upped the stakes 
Wednesday in France's drive to 
abolish the full veil, ordering a 
draft law banning them in all 
public places — defying 
France's highest administrative 
body, which says such a ban 
risks being declared unconsti¬ 
tutional. 

Such a measure would put 
France on the same track as 
Belgium, which is also moving 
toward a complete ban amid 
fears of radicalism and grow¬ 
ing Islamic populations in Eu¬ 
rope. 

Sarkozy says such clothing 
oppresses women and is "not 
welcome" in France. French 
officials have also cited a con¬ 
cealed face as a security risk. 

France's top government of¬ 
ficial for family issues, Nadine 
Morano, said the conservative 
government wants to "break 
this dynamic of invasion of 
burqas in our country." 

While France has western 
Europe's largest Muslim popu¬ 
lation, only a tiny minority of 
Muslim women in France wear 
the burqa, which has only a 
mesh screen for the eyes, or 
niqab, which leaves a slit for 
the eyes. 

"France is addressing a very 
strong message. It is a message 
on an international level to 
women. How can we explain 
that while women are fighting 
in Afghanistan for their free¬ 
dom, for their dignity, in 
France we accept what they 
are fighting against?" Morano 
said on France-Info radio 
Thursday. 

Abdel Halim Laeib, a mar¬ 
ket vendor in Livry-Gargan 
northeast of Paris, is worried 
that outlawing the veils would 
inflame tensions in a nation 



Jan. 12,2010, file photo shows Faiza Silmi, a 32-year-old Mo¬ 
roccan, walking on the street in Le Mesnil-Saint-Denis, 38 
kilometers (24 miles) southwest of Paris. 



"I find it totally ridiculous," 
he said. "Every person has the 
right to practice their religion, 
in whatever way they want to. 
Personally, it doesn't bother me 
if someone wears the full veil, 
like a woman who can wear a 
miniskirt, or a low-cut top 
where we can see her breasts." 

"I find it very misplaced," 
he said. "I am a Muslim and I 
think that unfortunately we 
have a very negative image." 

Dalil Boubakeur, rector of 
the Paris Mosque, had a cau¬ 
tious response Thursday. 
"Muslims in France ... are re¬ 
spectful of national law," he 
said, but added that any law 
should allow "a reasonable pe¬ 
riod for education" about what 
the law is for. 

Muslim countries, too, have 
struggled to deal with the 
niqab. Egypt's top cleric re¬ 
cently decreed that Muslim 
women should not wear the 
niqab inside offices but he said 
they can wear it in public. 

In Lebanon, Sheik Maher 


Sidon, called the French ac¬ 
tions racist. 

"Whenever Islamic thought 
and culture clashes with West¬ 
ern democracy, racism rears its 
head and under various 
names," he said. "Muslims do 
not need lessons from Sarkozy 
or anyone else to teach them 
about human rights or the 
rights of women." 

In Damascus, Mohammed 
Habash, Syrian lawmaker and 
head of the Center for Islamic 
Studies, said "such decisions 
only serve to encourage Islam- 
ophobia." Given the small 
numbers of women in France 
who wear the niqab, he said, "I 
don't think this constitutes a se¬ 
curity or cultural threat." 

"This does not bode well 
for the relationship between Is¬ 
lamic countries and Western 
governments," he said. 

France drew similar criti¬ 
cism when it outlawed Muslim 
headscarves and other "osten¬ 
tatious" religious symbols 
from classrooms in 2004. 
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Thunder’s Brooks named NBA coach 
of the year 



Head coach Scott Brooks R) of the Oklahoma City Thun¬ 
der receiving the Red Auerbach Trophy as the 2009-10 
NBA Coach of the Year 


OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)— 
Back when the Thunder were 
3-29 last season, the notion of 
the playoffs coming to Okla¬ 
homa City any time soon was 
unimaginable. 

But it was that same miser¬ 
able stretch that made general 
manager Sam Presti confident 
that coach Scott Brooks was 
the right man to lead his team 
into the future. 

While Oklahoma City 
struggled to the worst start in 
the NBA, Presti was impressed 
by the way Brooks stayed the 
course and never tried to force 
immediate changes in hopes of 
making the Thunder better. He 


has now taken the youngest 
roster in the league and turned 
the team into a 50-game win¬ 
ner and a playoff team just one 
season after the horrendous 
start. 

For that best-in-the NBA 
turnaround, Brooks was recog¬ 
nized Wednesday as the NBA’s 
coach of the year. He received 
71 of 123 first-place votes and 
480 points to finish ahead of 
Milwaukee’s Scott Skiles (26 
first-place votes, 313 points) 
and Portland’s Nate McMillan 
(9, 107). 

“He’s someone that I think 
is incredibly consistent as a 
person. He is unaffected 


through adversities and also 
through successes, and I think 
that’s an important quality we 
want to have as we move for¬ 
ward,” Presti said. 

Even as he was receiving a 
statue of Red Auerbach, 
Brooks faced another daunting 
turnaround: an 0-2 deficit in 
the Thunder’s best-of-seven 
series against the defending 
champion Los Angeles Lakers, 
led by Kobe Bryant and coach 
Phil Jackson. 

“This is the first-time play¬ 
off experience for a lot of us, 
including myself, and you’re 
playing against one of the best 
coaches of all sports, one of 
the best players ever and a 
team that has 1,000 (games of) 
playoff experience to ours,” 
Brooks said. “But you learn 
from playing against the best 
players and the best teams, and 
we’re going to keep fighting 
and figuring out ways to beat 
them.” 

Wimbledon 
champions to earn 
$1.54 million each 

WIMBLEDON, England 
(AP)—The winners of the 
men’s and women’s singles ti¬ 
tles at this year’s Wimbledon 
tennis tournament will each 
earn a record $1.54 million. 

The All England Club said 
Tuesday it has increased the 
winners’ prize money by 
$231,348 to help offset the de¬ 
crease in the value of the 
British pound against the dol¬ 
lar and euro. 

The increase means that the 
men’s prize money has dou¬ 
bled over the past 10 years. 

“We need to offer prize 
money that is commensurate 
with the prestige of the tourna¬ 
ment and competitive in the 
market,” All England Club 
chairman Tim Phillips said. “It 
shows the championships are 
successful and I think it shows 
we care about the players.” 

Total prize money will be 
$21.1 million, an increase of 
9.4 percent from last year. 

Last year’s US Open purse 
was $21.6 million, with the 
men’s and women’s singles 
champions taking $1.6 million. 

Income for 2010 may dip 
slightly with the daily capacity 
down from 40,000 spectators 
to 37,500 because of the clo¬ 
sure for redevelopment of No. 
3 Court and the opening of a 
larger No. 2 on an area for¬ 
merly occupied by two courts. 


NBA playoffs 

[PfAJ 



WESTERN CONF. 

LA LAKERS VS. OKLAHOMA CITY (LAKERS LEAD 2-0) 
DALLAS VS. SAN ANTONIO (SERIES TIED 1-1) 
PHOENIX VS. PORTLAND (SERIES TIED 1-1) 
DENVER VS. UTAH (SERIES TIED 1-1) 

EASTERN CONF. 

CLEVELAND VS. CHICAGO (CAVALIERS LEAD 2-0) 
ORLANDO VS. CHARLOTTE(MAGIC LEADS 2-0) 
ATLANTA VS. MILWAUKEE (HAWKS LEAD 2-0) 
BOSTON VS. MIAMI (CELTICS LEAD 2-0) 
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For kite lesson & lodging info call: (297) 733-1515 
www.kitesurfingaruba.com Next to Marriott Resort 


‘matinee: Saturday - Sunday | "late show: friday & Saturday 


AT RENAISSANCE - ORANJESTAD 


K43 DEATH AT A FUNERAL 

daily: 

4:15 

6:30 

8:45 


matinee: 12:00 

2:00 

late show: 

11:00 


[BU THE LAST SONG 





daily: 

6:00 

8:30 



matinee: 1:00 

3:30 

late show: 

11:00 


PG43 CLASH OF THE TITANS 





daily: 

6:00 

8:30 


V 

matinee: 1:00 

3:30 

late show: 

11:15 

QM 

PG-13 THE BOUNTY HUNTER 





daily: 

4:00 

6:30 

9:00 


matinee: 1:30 


late show: 

11:45 


KrlS WHY DID 1 GET MARRIED TOO 




daily: 

4:00 

6:45 

9:15 


matinee: 1:30 


late show: 

11:45 


IBL ALICE IN WONDERLAND 




daily: 

matinee: 12:30 

5:30 

3:00 

late show: 


& 

<911 

rm GREEN ZONE 





daily: 


8:15 



matinee: 


late show: 

11:00 


AT PASEO HERENCIA 

PG43 THE BACK-UP PLAN 




NEW 

daily: 

4:00 

6:15 

8:30 


matinee: 1:30 


late show: 

11:15 


m copout 





daily: 

6:15 

9:00 



matinee: 1:00 

3:45 

late show: 

11:30 


PG HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 



r# 

daily: 

matinee: 1:45 

4:15 

6:30 

late show: 

8:45 

11:00 


PG-13 OUR FAMILY WEDDING 





daily: 

5:30 

7:45 

9:45 


matinee: 12:45 

3:00 

late show: 

12:00 


CBU DIARY OF A WIMPY KID 





daily: 

matinee: 12:30 

2:45 

late show: 



rm REPO MEN 





daily: 

5:30 

8:00 



matinee: 12:15 

3:00 

late show: 

11:00 


B93 DATE NIGHT 





daily: 

5:00 

7:30 

9:30 


matinee: 


late show: 

11:45 



the back-up plan (Comedy): After years of dating, Zoe has de¬ 
cided waiting for the right one is taking too long. Determined 
to become a mother, she commits to a plan, makes an appoint¬ 
ment and decides to go it alone. That same day, Zoe meets Stan 
- a man with real possibilities. Trying to nurture a budding re¬ 
lationship and hide the early signs of pregnancy becomes a 
comedy of errors for Zoe and creates confusing signals for 
Stan. 
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Gabinete Mike Eman 


On the road to 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa 


Smeltz: We won't be daunted 


Ruud backs Zamora for England 



Zamora 


Ruud van Nistelrooy of The 
Netherlands has tipped Bobby 
Zamora to gatecrash England's 
2010 FIFA World Cup South 
Africa™ squad. The Fulham 
striker has found the net 
against the likes of Juventus, 
Wolfsburg and Shakhtar 
Donetsk to help the Cottagers 
into the last four of the UEFA 
Europa League, where they 
played Hamburg in the first leg 
last night. 

Zamora has 19 goals to his 
name so far this season, which 
is by far his biggest haul since 
he first made the step up to 
top-flight football in 2003. His 


ability to hold the ball up and 
eye for goal have led some to 
call on Fabio Capello to give 
the 29-year-old a chance to test 
himself at international level 
ahead of the world finals. 

Time is running out for 
Zamora, though, with Capello 
due to name his 30-man provi¬ 
sional squad on 16 May. The 
former Tottenham Hotspur and 
West Ham United player's 
burly physique would make 
him an unfashionable choice 
for some but Van Nistelrooy, w 
believes he deserves a chance. 

"I think Capello doesn't 
look at fashionable things - he 
just looks at the effectiveness 
more than anything else," said 
the Dutchman, who spent five 
successful seasons at Man¬ 
chester United. "He's definitely 
a candidate now. He's very im¬ 
portant for the team. 

"He holds the ball, he's a 
team player, works hard and 
he's an all-round striker. He 
has proven himself on a Euro¬ 
pean level, which is also very 
important for him. Getting 


through against these teams 
and scoring goals in these 
games, it makes him more at¬ 
tractive for Capello." 

Huge hurdle 

After spending much of his 
three-and-a-half-year spell at 
Real Madrid either out of 
favour or on the treatment 
table, Van Nistelrooy decided 
to move to Germany on an 18- 
month contract in January. He 
admitted he came close to re¬ 
turning to the Premier League 
during the last transfer win¬ 
dow, though, with Tottenham, 
West Ham and Fulham all in¬ 
terested in signing him. 

"I was in serious negotia¬ 
tions with Spurs and here from 
Hamburg," Van Nistelrooy ex¬ 
plained. "They were the two 
that in the end were there. I 
had a very good conversation 
with (Tottenham manager) 
Harry Redknapp. 

"We couldn't agree terms 
though. Tottenham only offered 
me a six-month contract. For me 
that wasn't ideal with a family to 
get over there for six months." 


Key New Zealand striker 
Shane Smeltz harbours ambi¬ 
tions of qualifying for the 
knockout stage at the 2010 
FIFA World Cup South 
Africa™ despite the Kiwis 
being considered underdogs in 
the eyes of many. If the All 
Whites are to make history, it is 
likely that in-form goal-getter 
Smeltz will play a pivotal role. 

After a slow start to his ca¬ 
reer Smeltz has hit rare form in 
recent years, with a brace 
against Wales in a 2007 inter¬ 
national friendly the high- 
water mark of both his club 
and national team career. 

The productive form contin¬ 
ued unabated with the All 
Whites, as Smeltz picked up 
successive Oceania Player of the 
Year titles over the last two 
years, as well as being named 
New Zealand Footballer of the 
Year. He scored an impressive 
eight goals in five South Africa 
2010 qualifiers in Oceania. 

Grand plans 

Having ended a 28-year 
wait to reach the world’s great¬ 
est football stage, Smeltz - 
born Germany to an American 


father and British mother - and 
his colleagues are eager to 
make the most of the opportu¬ 
nity, refusing to be daunted by 
the rarefied atmosphere that 
will be South Africa 2010. The 
New Zealanders have been 
drawn into Group F alongside 
world champions Italy, hard- 
nosed South American quali¬ 
fiers Paraguay and European 
hopefuls Slovakia. 

“We certainly could have 
drawn a harder group, but of 
course there are no easy games 
in the World Cup,” Smeltz told 
FIFA.com. 

We played against Italy in 
the lead up to the Confedera¬ 
tions Cup [South Africa 2009] 
and I scored against then,” 
says Smeltz of a 4-3 loss 
against the Azzurri last year. 
“We put on a good show and 
though we lost we take some 
confidence from that. We will 
certainly not be daunted play¬ 
ing against Slovakia, Paraguay 
and even Italy.” 

“It would be a dream to 
score in a World Cup and 
hopefully get the right result 
for my country as well." 
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Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noor~d, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 

Juan Antonio Samaranch 
mourned in Barcelona 
service 



The coffin of the late former International Olympic 
Committee president Juan Antonio Samaranch is 
carried by Spanish athletes as it leaves the cathedral 
during his funeral in Barcelona, Spain, yesterday. 
Samaranch died Wednesday at age 89 in the Quiron 
Hospital in his home city of Barcelona of cardio-res- 
piratory failure three days after being admitted with 
heart problems. 


BARCELONA, Spain (AP) 
— The coffin holding former 
IOC president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch, draped with the 
Olympic flag, was wheeled 
into the Catalonia state head¬ 
quarters Thursday to the 
sound of the Olympic hymn. 

Samaranch was remem¬ 
bered in a private ceremony 
watched by the Spaniard's 
family and a host of interna¬ 
tional figures and dignitaries. 
The building was then 
opened to the public before 
the funeral later in the day. 

Current International 
Olympic Committee presi¬ 
dent Jacques Rogge said 
Samaranch made the 
Olympics "the premier sport¬ 
ing event in the world." 

"We've come from the 
four corners of the world to 
say farewell to an old friend 
and great man," Rogge said. 
"Juan Antonio Samaranch 
was the most influential pres¬ 
ident after our founder Pierre 
de Coubertin." 

The 89-year-old Sama¬ 
ranch, who was president of 
the IOC from 1980 to 2001, 
died on Wednesday from 
heart failure. 

With the Barcelona na¬ 
tive's son Juan Antonio 
Samaranch Jr., daughter 


Maria Teresa, partner Luisa 
Salient and other family 
members — including all 
seven grandchildren — 
watching with about 100 oth¬ 
ers, Rogge paid tribute to a 
"generous, compassionate 
man." 

"Behind a great man there 
is a rich personality. He was 
a man of few words but each 
of these words would res¬ 
onate loudly and were always 
meaningful," said the Bel¬ 
gian, who succeeded Sama¬ 
ranch. "He has left a great 
legacy. And I pledge in the 
name of the International 
Olympic Committee that we 
shall preserve and perpetuate 
his legacy and his heritage. 

"On behalf of the Olympic 
movement I would like to ex¬ 
press my warm condolences 
to the family — you have lost 
a beloved father and grandfa¬ 
ther; Spain has lost an illus¬ 
trious son; the Olympic 
movement has lost a leader, a 
mentor and a friend." 

Crown Prince Felipe 
called Samaranch a "colossal 
figure" in Spanish sports and 
a "universal" figure in world 
sports. 

"Merci pour tous," Rogge 
wrote in French, meaning 
"Thanks for everything." 
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NCAA to expand March Madness from 
65 to 68 teams 


INDIANAPOLIS - The 
NCAA has decided not to 
mess around too much with 
March Madness. 

College sports' largest 
governing body announced a 
14-year, $10.8 billion deal 
with CBS and Turner Broad¬ 
casting on Thursday that will 
begin with an expanded 
men's basketball tournament 
next March. But instead of 
jumping to a 96-team field, a 
possibility that drew criticism 
from bracket-obsessed fans 
to coaches, the NCAA plans 
to expand by only three 
teams, from 65 to 68. 

Every game will be broad¬ 
cast live nationally for the 
first time in the tournament's 
73-year history. 

Striking a balance was a 
challenge for NCAA offi¬ 
cials. 


The previous television 
deal, which gave CBS Sports 
the broadcast rights for $6 
billion over 11 years, would 
have expired in three years. 
Both sides had opt-out 
clauses that had to be exer¬ 
cised by July 31 and the 
NCAA was preparing to do 
just that. The hope was to 
create a bidding war and 
strike a lucrative deal, gener¬ 
ating more money for NCAA 
payouts to schools. 

CBS Sports won the war, 
beating out at least an offer 
from ESPN. What's new is 
that CBS will share broadcast 
rights with Atlanta-based 
Turner Broadcasting System 
Inc. and its stable of cable 
channels — TNT, TBS and 
truTV — from 2011 through 
2024. 

The NCAA won, too: Isch 


said the new deal will pro¬ 
vide an average of $740 mil¬ 
lion per year that will 
returned to conferences and 
schools. 

During a news conference 
at the Final Four, NCAA vice 
president Greg Shaheen was 
hounded by questions about 
how many more classes play¬ 
ers would miss to play in ad¬ 
ditional tourney games. 
College basketball analysts 
often called the 65-team for¬ 
mat the perfect size, suggest¬ 
ing more teams would water 
down the tourney. Some 
coaches, whose jobs often 
hinge on tourney appear¬ 
ances, even rejected the no¬ 
tion that adding so many 
teams was a good thing. 

Well, the NCAA appar¬ 
ently got the message as did 
the networks. 




















